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Bakhtin against Freud, towards a sociolinguistic critique of psychanalysis
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Abstract :

Throughout the entire works of Mikail Bakhtin and his cercle, we find the emphasis on
all that is social and objective, not the individual and subjective. That is what prompted
Bakhtin to form a sum of criticisms towards the two linguistics, F. De Saussure and W.V.
Humboldt, as well as the Freudian school of psychoanalysis.

This paper examines Bakhtin’s criticisms that reveal the ideological message hidden
behind the brilliant Freudian proposal that appears to Bakhtin as primitive sexual tendancy on
the one hand, and analyzing some of the Freudian statements that formed a heavy
conventional arsenal such as (Censorship, Transfer, Introspection) on the other hand. Thus,
Bakhtin/VVolochinov will reconsider later the theory behind the linguistic composition of the
internal dialogue by linking it with social material elements, based on the psychological

analysis between the doctor and his patient.

Keywords : the unconscious ; the ideological sign; the suppression ; introspection ; the
freudian.
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