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The functional method in the Arabic in: from the ancient
regularization to founding a new grammar
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Abstract:

This paper shows the paths of the functional method in the Arabic grammar in the past and
the present to cover its phases and developments since its genies until the modern era that
witnessed the emergence of the theory of Ahmed al Motawakkil. Besides, the paper compares
the ancient and new grammars to deduce the best method of teaching the Arabic grammar.

The study focuses on the following problematic: what are the developments of the
functional method in the Arabic grammar since thinking about setting the ancient
regularization until founding a new functional Arabic grammar?"

Findings show that the Arabic grammar functionally emerged in its foundation and
regularization and ended with al Motawakkil who attempted to establish a new Arabic
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functional grammatical theory. Despite the efforts made, his work cannot substitute the
ancient grammar for many considerations; mainly that he did no delve in all the details due to
the difference in the subject, method, and aims of the two grammars. Besides, the optimal
way to teach Arabic grammar is he textual approach.

Key words: functional method; Arabic grammar; ancient regularization; founding a new
grammar
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