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The Tuati Emigrant Shaykhdom in the City of Tunis (1891-1956): during the
French Protectorate - A Historical Study through Archival Documents
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Abstract

This research paper explores the Emigrant Shaykhdom of the Tuati in the city of
Tunis. The term "Tuati" refers to the region of Tuat, located in the southwestern part of
Algeria. The Tuati community was one of the Algerian communities for which a
specific Shaykhdom was established in the capital city of Tunis, following the
insistence of the Tuati emigrants. Several shuyukh took turns leading this Shaykhdom
from its establishment until the end of the French protection of Tunisia. What
distinguished the Tuati Shaykhdom the most was the numerous disturbances it
witnessed due to the dissatisfaction with various shuyukh by some of their subordinates,
as well as the responses of the shuyukh to their opponents. This conflict was evident in
the complaints and reports sent to the French protection authorities. This issue will be
highlighted in this study.
Keywords: Tuat, Algeria, , French Protectorate, Tuati Shaykhdom, Tuati Emigrants,
Tunisia.
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