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Abstract: This study aims to show the importance of verifying the attribution of the book to the author in
editing an ancient book. So through a critical study of a manuscript archived in the French National
Library under number, Arabe 670. It was the base of "Editing Kitab i‘rab al-Qur’an" which is owned to
al-Maqarr1 (d.1041 AH), so to achieve two goals; first, correcting the attribution of the book to al-
Magqarri, second, showing the manuscript value. The study employed the descriptive, analytical and
comparative method. Therefore, at first it gives a description of the manuscript and its bibliographical
details, then the false attribution of the manuscript to al-Maqarrt (d. 1041 AH) through biographers. In the
end, the study compares between the editing of "muskil i‘rab al-Qur’an" with the French National
Library's copy to show differences and similarities, and to discover the value of the manuscript and the
true attribution. By result: >ahmad al-Maqarr1 did not write a book in title "i‘rab al-Qur’an". Therefore,
the manuscript of French Library is a Magribi copy of "Kitab muskil i‘rab al-Qur’an" 1i Abl Muhammad
Makkt bin Abf talib al-Qaysi (d. 437AH). By comparison, the manuscript was not known in recent editing
of book "muskil i‘rab al-Qur’an", and it has not a big value. In conclusion, the loss of the manuscript title
paper, and his author name, and the suspicion of determining who is al-Magqarri, and the change of
manuscript title, all this contributed to the misattribute of manuscript Arabe 670 to ’hmad al-Maqarrf.
Therefore, the editing of book title and attribution to the true author are very important, especially in
acephalous and unique copy.

Keywords: i‘rab al-Qur’an; al-Maqarri; Manuscript; Editing; Makki bin abi talib.
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