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Abstract Amongst the most important reformist movements in Africa during the
13th/19th century was the one led by Shaykh Usman dan Fodiyo al-Fullani al-Qadirt
(1167-1232/1754-1817) whose main achievements were the establishment of the
Islamic Sokoto Caliphate in the Hausa land which extended from 1218/1803 to1322
/1904. The call for Islam led by Shaykh Usman dan Fodiyo was strongly influenced by
the reformist thought of Imam al-Maghili. The research paper attempts to shed light on
this departing from the problematic: to what extent the reformist thought of Imam al-
Maghili influenced the reformist movement of Dan Fodiyo? The influence is evident in
the in the manuscripts of Dan Fodiyo and his opinions, and in the position that al-
Maghili and his thoughts enjoyed in Shaykh Usman and among the Africans in general,
which impact and influence continue up to present day.

Keywords: Imam al-Maghili, Usman dan Fodiyo, Hausa land, Western Sudan,
Reformist Movements, Sokoto Caliphate.
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