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Hijazi Migrations to East Africa and Their Civilizational Impacts Through

the Writings of Orientalists: The Book 'The Call to Islam' by Thomas
Arnold as an Example
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Abstract

This study attempts to trace some manifestations of the civilizational impacts of the
migrations from the Hijaz to East Africa, through samples from the writings of oriental
historians who documented the conditions of Islam and Muslims.

The most important book that served as a focal point of study is 'The Call to Islam' by
Thomas Arnold. This book is considered one of the most important works that discussed the
political role of these migrations and their resulting emergence of a group of political kingdoms
along the African coast. These kingdoms played a significant role in establishing the features of
Arab-Islamic culture through Arabization, the dissemination of Arab customs and traditions, as
well as the arrival of Sufi scholars and scholarly correspondences with the Islamic world. All of
this is based on the works of other orientalists who wrote about the same historical phenomenon
addressed by Thomas Arnold. However, their perspectives on the subject have varied
Keywords: Thomas Arnold; "The Call to Islam" book; Hijazi tribes; East Africa; Arab
migrations; Spread of Islam; orientalists.
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