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Abstract
The leaders of the Tijaniyya Order have been keen to grant licenses to a number

of their followers, in order to transmit and spread the Tijhe'ml ya Tariquah and its Sufi
lineage, which ori%inated in Algeria and has a global reach. This has helped to attract a
large number of followers, especially from West Africa. The local documentary heritage
of the Tijaniyya zawaya, especially the Zawiya of Tamasin in southeastern Algeria, 1s
rich in manuscripts of licenses exchanged between Tijaniyya scholars in Algeria and
their counterparts in West African states and kingdoms.

In this study, we attempt to examine one of the Tijaniyya licenses granted to the Qadi of
Timbuktu, which is ]E{eserved in the Zawiya of Tamasin. We do this by addressing the
following question: How have Tijaniyya licenses or Ijazat contributed to encouragin
Sufi ties and communication between Algeria, the country of origin of the order, an
West Africa, its most prominent extension?

Kevwords: license, Tijaniyya Tariquah, west Africa, Algeria, Sufi communication,
Tamasin.
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