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Abstract:

This paper is an attempt to examine the application of Relevance Theory in Translation
of Politeness. It aims at exploring how Politeness Equivalence can be achieved in the
translation of some selected utterances from Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice from
English into Arabic. From Relevance perspective, to achieve the Politeness
Equivalence, the translator should opt for the method that adopts the Optimal
Relevance, and produce a Target Text that yields an interpretive resemblance with the
Source Text. Thus, adequate contextual effects are achieved with the minimum
processing effort by the Target Reader.

Keywords: Translation; Linguistic Politeness; Relevance Theory; Interpretive
Resemblance; Contextual Effects; Cognitive Efforts.
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“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to him one day, “have you heard that Netherfield
Park is let at last?” (1)
Mr. Bennet replied that he had not. (2)
“But it 1s,” returned she; “for Mrs. Long has just been here, and she told me all about
it.”(3)
Mr. Bennet made no answer. (4)
“Do not you want to know who has taken it?” cried his wife impatiently. (5)
"You want to tell me, and | have no objection to hearing it.”(6)This was invitation
enough.
Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Long says that Netherfield is taken by a young
man of large fortune from the north of England; that he came down on Monday in a
chaise and four to see the place, and was so much delighted with it, that he agreed with
Mr. Morris immediately; that he is to take possession before Michaelmas, and some of
his servants are to be in the house by the end of next week.'
What is his name?
Mrs. Bennet : Bingley.
Mr. Bennet : Is he married or single?

Mrs. Bennet : Oh! Single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune;
four or five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our girls!(7)
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It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possesion of a good
fortune, must be in want of a wife (Jane Austen, 1994, p. 5)
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