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Abstract:

This research paper aims to shed light on the concept of the Middle East, as
it is clear that this term was not a product of a certain stage, and it continued to
expand sometimes to include Arab and non-Arab countries, or shrink according to
the strategies and objectives of the dominant great powers, which were helped by
the presence of many cultural and identity contradictions and differences within
the societies making-up this region from one stage to another. Thus the political
and geographical formulations and names for this term changed, from the New
Middle East to the Large Middle East to the Great Middle East; all of this,
following the American concepts.

Keywords: Middle East; International relationships; International System;
Great Powers.
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