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The Closed Class of Parts of Speech in Arabic Grammar, a pragmatic

approach - The Book of HOUROUF AL — MAANI by Al-Zajiji as a
model
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Abstract:

Pragmatics came to cover the shortcomings of structural linguistics,
and moved the linguistic teaching from the narrow space of the language
structure to the horizon of use since the establishment of Arabic grammar, it
has been broader than mere normative rules that control the language and is
closer to the use of language than limiting it to rigid formal templates, it
intersects in many of its concepts with what has been produced by
pragmatic linguistics, such as the speaker’s intent and purpose, and the
context of the situation, and based on its reliance on The main function of
language is information and communication, which is clearly felt by who is
deep into the writings of the great Arab grammarians, led by Sibawayh, Ibn
Jinni, Al-Zajaji and others... The closed class of the parts of speech or
horouf al-maani (letters of meanings) are among the most grammatical
subjects in which the features of pragmatics are evident, because of the link
between the structure of these parts, and their uses according to the purposes
and functions in different contexts, such as the issues of: argumentation, the
two-way influence, and interaction between the parties to the discourse..
This study aims to shed light on the pragmatic features in the study of the
closed class of the parts of speech by one of the most famous Arab
grammarians, namely Abu Al-Qasim Al-Zajaji (d.: 340 AH) through his
book (Horouf al-Maani), in an attempt to approximate what was mentioned
in this regard. And the similar concepts produced by pragmatics.

key words:Pragmatics, Arab grammarians, Closed class of the parts
of speech, Horouf al-Maani, Abu Al-Qasim Al-Zajaji.
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