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Problems of Definition in Arabic Dictionaries
"Alwafir Wadjiz" Dictionary as a Sample
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Abstract:The problem of defining lexical entries is still strongly posed in
our Arabic dictionaries, as it is expected that the dictionary maker realizes
the need of the language user and learner, which is generally represented in
fast accessing easily to all the meanings and connotations he wants.

The authors of school dictionaries were unable to overcome that
obstacle, especially since this type of dictionaries is directed to a special
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category, i.e. the learners category, and therefore the problem has severely
increased in.

Based on this proposition, we chose the "Alwafir Wadjiz" dictionary
by observing the defects of the definition, where we found many types of
definitions that led to the ambiguity of the entrances rather than their
clarification and explanation.

key words:definition; school dictionary; lexical writing; Arabic
dictionaries; lexicon entry.
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