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A Cultural Reading on Spanish Orientalists’ Discourse: Between the Centeredness
of the Self and the Peripherality of the Andalusian Other
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Abstract:

This study is a critical cultural reading that illustrates the various
aspects of Spanish orientalist discourse. It unveils the embedded cultural
reference manifesting through several masked cultural patterns. These
patterns shape the self’s image, the image of the Andalusian other, and the
cultural relationship between them. We opted for Spanish orientalist
discourse as a research subject. We applied critical cultural reading
principles, Self - Other theory, as well as the question of acceptance and
intolerance, to measure the extent to which discourse impacts the cultural
movement between Spanish orientalist dominance and the exclusion of the
Andalusian other and his culture. T

he conclusion comes with several results: Orientalist discourse
reflects several cultural patterns that mirror the struggle between center and
periphery, between Spanish orientalist and Andalusian other; a struggle
through which the former exercises dominance over the latter, through
which he deculturizes him, delegitimizes his civilization, and appropriates it
to the natives of the Iberian Peninsula.

Keywords: Spanish orientalism, Andalusian, Self and other, Cultural
critique, Periphery and center, Reading.
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