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The translation from intermediate language:
Case study the translation of Mousa Bidaj of The madman
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Abstract

Discussing translation from a mediator language is not something
new; in fact, since the ancient times, this question has been put forth
that whether a text which has been translated from a mediator
language can be trusted in? Some scholars have been doubtful of the
accuracy of such translations. Accordingly, the present study is to
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investigate this issue by analyzing the book The madman of man as
one of the works written by Gibran Khalil Gibran, the famous
Lebanese writer which has been written in English. Bidaj, in his
translation resume, has claimed that this book has been translated
torm English. The question raised in the beginning of the present
article is that whether Bidaj has translated this book from English or
from a mediator language, i.e. Arabic into Persian? Then, some
instances of the translation were analyzed in three discussions, i.e.
indirect translation, additions, and errors and at last, it can be
concluded that Bidaj has translated this book from Arabic version or
from the original English text but surly eftected by the Arabic
translation because we can see clear imparted words and phrases in
his translation.

Keywords: Translation, mediator language, Mousa Bidaj, The
madman
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- In the ancient days when the first quiver of speech
came to my lips,
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- But God made no answer, and like a mighty tempest
passed away'?.
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Once | said to a scarecrow, You must be tired of standing
in this lonely field. And he said, The joy of scaring is a deep and
lasting on, and | never tire of it Said I, after a minute of thought
It is true for | too have known that joy.Said he, only those who

are stuffed with straw can know it. Then I left him, not knowing
whether he had complimented or belittled me®
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- The “I” in me, my friend, dwells in the house of
silence?.
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- When they left the moon was high, and they walked
along the road singing and shouting together*.
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