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The criminal liability of commercial companies' managers for crimes of illegal
speculation in Algerian Legislation during the time of the COVID-19
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Abstract:

This study aims to classify illegal speculative crimes committed by commercial
companies' managers based on the areas and types of violations committed by managers
in relation to the competition principle and the general order of the market. Using the
descriptive and analytical approaches, several results were obtained, most notably that
these crimes have witnessed a remarkable increase during the period of the COVID-19
spread which resulted in a number of legal and economic effects. These crimes were
motivated by a desire to achieve unlawful profits and to meet the various financial
needs .Illegal speculation crimes are divided into two types according to the nature of the
criminal conduct, market monopoly and fraud, for which the Algerian legislator decided
strict penal sanctions to protect the interests of consumers on the one hand and to achieve
deterrence on the other hand. The manager as a natural person bears criminal
responsibility instead of the company as a legal person whenever the crime is committed

in his name and for his own account.
Keywords: the newly introduced criminal liability, commercial company's
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