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Conditions and criteria for selecting and determining the size of statistical samples
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Abstract : The present study aimed to examine the bases adopted by the Masters
students at the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Mostaganem in
selecting and determining the sizes of samples for their academic projects; and
directing their attention to the mistakes they may make. The descriptive method has
been adopted. A questionnaire was designed to collect study data and verify its
psychometric characteristics. The study sample consisted of (153) Master's academic
projects that are available at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Mostaganem.
The results of the study showed that the samples most commonly used by researchers
are simple random samples (30.07%), And (18.94%) of the researchers did not
specify the type of sample used, It was found that (69.93%) of the samples were not
suitable for the nature of the population, The percentage estimation method was
found to be the most widely used method for determining sample size, And (58.17%)
of samples were not representative of the population, The results of the study showed
that there are statistically significant differences in the representation of the sample
according to the variable (specialization) in Master Thesis, Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Mostaganem.
Keywords: statistical sampling ; scientific research ; sample ; population.
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18- Bryman & Gramer ( 2001 ), Quantitative Data Analysis With SPSS Release 10
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