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Abstract:

This study aims at monitoring the denotations of violence in
the songs of ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) in the context of
unified words, ideas and characters.

The study concluded that most of the words in the ISIS songs
sample referred to weapons with an average of 20 different words,
followed by “Islam” with an average of 14 words, and “Death”
with an average of 12 words. Those words were followed
consecutively with denotations of “animals” (10 words), “conflict”
(7 words), “characters” (5 words), and finally “Body” (3 words

only).

Regarding repetition, most of the words referred to Islam
(37), followed by weapons (31), death (24), conflict (20), animals
(16), body (11) and last was characters (10). Using these words, in
addition to their context, denotations and meanings are an explicit
indicator of the systematic violence in ISIS strategies used in
propaganda and media, of which songs are an integral constituent,
especially after they spread widely among the its followers and
supporters. It is noteworthy mentioning that 1SIS made use of both
traditional and new media to spread these songs.

Keywords: Connotations ; violence ; songs ; ISIS.
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