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Abstact:

Urban studies became omnipresent these days due to the
socio-economic, political and intellectual development the city
1s going through. Urban studies represent a vital unit and an
active element in the progress of the society. The city, by itself,
1s a civilisation for it is the manifestation of the structure of the
nation. Thus, Arabic and Western universities took on their
shoulders the creation of departments and classes that are meant
to urban studies, the scientific and intellectual atmosphere 1in it.
Constantine University, for example, initiated in 2006, post-
graduation studies entitled "urbanism".

Amongst the result of such a trend, the attention paid
recently to metropolises and the researches connected to it as

well as its history across the universe. Civilisation is the
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coordinate place for a civilised person, because the city is a
civilised peace of any country where different races gather
together, share their concerns which are most of the time
productive not agrarian.

Civilisation starts as an urban core that develops and
transforms to its final features though some changes maybe
noticed due to the environmental and local elements.

The basic elements of the foundation of metropolises in
Western Sudan, and its prosperity are diverse. Its strategic
situation that facilitates the trade in gold, close waterways, being
a stopping place for merchant caravans that penetrates the Sahara
towards the North, together with other political features that
transformed Gaw, Wulatah, Tenbekt and Jeney into a centre of
high intellectual activity in the 16" century.

From the role of metropolises which is built on the moral

superiority of humanity linked to the scientific development of
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any nation, there came this research to bring to light facts
concerning what follows:
1. The definition of metropolises in Western Sudan.
2. The role of West African metropolises in the scientific
field.
3. Demonstrating the urban heritage of the African city with
an Islamic effect.
4. Demonstrating the urban functionalities in the
intellectual, scientific and metropolitan fields.
5. Drawing a clear picture of those metropolises that hardly
exist nowadays due to the materialist being of the city
that weakened the incorporeal civilisation that ever

existed there thanks to the scientists that lived there once

and what they left behind.
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9-. Maurice DELAFOSSE: LES NOIRS DE L’AFRIQUE.
Collection Payot, Payot et Cie, Paris, 1922, Edition numérique
réalisée le 11 avril 2010.p57.
10-. Maurice DELAFOSSE: LES NOIRS DE L’AFRIQUE.
Collection Payot, Payot et Cie, Paris, 1922 . Edition numérique
réalisée le 11 avril 2010.p43.
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