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International humanitarian intervention and the weakening of
sovereign rights: between the power of legitimacy and the legitimacy
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Abstract:

Humanitarian intervention has played important role in the on-going
changes in the definition and concrete expression of sovereignty. The objective of
this paper is to examine the factors likely to promote or discourage interventions
justified on humanitarian grounds and what impact that would have on the state
system.
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This essay have attempted to describe the emergence of different challenges
to the traditional norms of sovereignty. The latter, incorporated in the structure
designed by the charter of the united nations, is characterised by supreme
authority over the national territory, non-interference in other states’ internal
affair and state equality.

Many developing countries still see the forcible actions taken under the
provisions of the Chapter VII of the Charter as the only legal solutions. This is
because the traditional concept of sovereignty is still a guarantee for the
independence of the majority of states, which would be otherwise legitimately
subjected to the most powerful states’ interference.

key words: Humanitarian intervention, Humanitarian intervention and
sovereignty, traditional sovereignty, intervention and state system, The legitimacy
of humanitarian intervention.
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