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The political institutionalization and its impact on the democratic
transition in Algeria
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the relationship between political
institutionalization and democratic transition. The latter requires a strong
institutional structure and an actual embodiment of political power in institutions,
while subjecting its practitioners to the law. Since its independence, Algeria has
had many constitutions and legal frameworks aiming to institutionalize power and
give it its legal character, starting from the early 1963 constitution up to the 1989

constitution. The 1989 constitution marked the turning point in the history of the
Algerian political system on the way of embodying liberal democracy with its
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contents and mechanisms, and building new institutions. Despite the endorsement
of democratic institutions and political pluralism, and the adoption of pluralist
elections based on the 1989 constitution, the authority often deviates towards
personalization by employing State institutions and their laws. As a result, the
experience of nascent democracy was affected negatively, mainly through the
weakness of institutionalization, the diminishing of numerous achievements, and a
return to the one-party period practices, such as the concentration of power and
the weakness of the separation of powers. This had a negative impact on the
democratic transition.

Key words: Power; institution; political institutionalization; the
personalization of power; democratic transition.
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