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The Chinese interest in the African continent between opportunities
and constraints
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Abstract:

After seven decades of its foundation, China has achieved remarkable
economic accomplishments. Accordingly, and as the economy size is concerned,
China has surpassed Japan to became the second-largest economy after the United
States of America. In years, China has succeeded to obtain the title of « world’s
factory » due to its diverse industries in various domains, and gain an unopposed
trade surplus. By shaping a new political strategy called the « belt and road
initiative », China has tried to preserve its international status by boosting its
trade and economic exchanges with the rest of the world. For the Chinese, one of
the most important markets is the African continent throughout the re-
consideration of the former Silk-Road. This new initiative is faced with supporters
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and opponents, each bestowing their interests, as it is considered the largest
project in terms of the geographical spectrum compared to the former Silk-Road.

Key words: Chinese economy; African countries; Silk-Route initiative;
African markets; Chinese strategy.
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