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International Centre ICSID jurisdiction in the settlement of
foreign investment disputes in Algeria through arbitration
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Abstract.

Article 25 of the Washington Convention of 1965 that established the
International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and
nationals of other states laid down the conditions for the acceptance of arbitration
proceedings. These conditions concern the parties and the subject of the dispute,
the most important one is the existence of a legal dispute, related to an investment
activity and the existence of an agreement between the investor and the host
country. However the arbitration bodies of the centre have adopted so-called
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“arbitration without agreement”, so that they accept the suit of the investor
without requiring an agreement between him and the state, but to be set on the
basis of the law of the State or a bilateral agreement between his state and another
one, thus, this led to the disruption of the relationship for the benefit of the investor
as the state cannot sue him in the Centre unless there is a clear agreement between
them. Algeria, which had ratified the Convention in 1995, was forced to the
arbitration of the Centre in some cases without an agreement with the foreign
investor, resulting many losses.

Keys words: jurisdiction; arbitration; International Centre for Settlement of
Investment Disputes ICSID; disputes, investment; agreement for arbitration.
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