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Beyond transition: the challenges of security sector reform
in Tunisia
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Abstract:

This paper examines the issue of security sector reform in Tunisia in the
post-transition phase, by researching on the set of challenges and dilemmas posed
by the stumbling in the reform process on the path of democratic transition in the
country. So in view of the great role played by some security agencies in
supporting the autocratic Ben Ali’regime, this paper sheds light on the actors and
characteristics of the Tunisian security sector during the Ben Ali era, then move
on to discuss the effectiveness and limitations of the achieved security reforms in
the post-Ben Ali period, to explaining the stakes and prospects of security sector
reform in Tunisia by considering the viable requirements and paths needed to
restructure the security sector and improve its performance towards more of

transparency, accountability and democratic civil control that reflects a real
change and a definite reform in Tunisia.
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The source: Nicole Ball & others, VVoice and Accountability in the Security
Sector, Paper 21, Bonn International Center for Conversion (BICC), Bonn: BICC,
2002, p.08.
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