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Abstract:

Multi-ethnic or ethnically divided societies often face great challenges in
establishing effective democratic political systems that transcend divisions, conflict
and civil war to achieve social harmony, stability and political compatibility.
These challenges, according to many intellectuals, can only be achieved through
the embodiment of consensual democracy which represents an innovative vision
stemming from the essence of representative democracy that ensures the
coexistence of elites and their participation in governance rather than conflict and
competition. This model was applied in many countries of the world like Malaysia
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and Lebanon. The former was able to make consensual democracy a basis for its
advancement by unifying all the components of the society and involving them in
the political process, which contributed to enhancing the credibility and efficiency
of the institutions of government. On the contrary, the Lebanese model failed in
making the consensual democracy a cornerstone for ending the conflict and the
sectarian rivalry between the elites to power. This raises many questions about the
reasons for the success of the Malaysian experiment in contrast to the failure of the
Lebanese experience. This is what we are trying to answer in this paper by
focusing on the four specific characteristics of consensual democracy (broad
coalition, mutual veto, relativity and sectoral independence).

key words: Consensual Democracy; Multi-ethnic societies; Lebanon;
Malaysia.
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