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ABSTRACT:

This paper examines theories of
irony, which has not been thoroughly
studied in Arabic literature and
rhetoric studies because it is relatively
new as a figure of speech in Arabic
rhetoric. This is why Arabic studies of
irony are mostly practical ones with
lack of theoretical foundations. First.
this paper starts with tracking irony in
Arabic literary studies. Second, i
moves to track irony in English irony
theories, which includes the thesis of
Grice, mention theory by Wilson and
Sperber, the pretense theory by Clark
and Gerrig, reminder theory by Kreuz
and Glucksberg, indirect negation by
Giora, and relevant inappropriateness
by Attardo. The paper examines these
theories and points out the significant
features in each of them, and then the
paper discusses unsolved theoretical
problems of irony and offers some
solutions.
Keywords:  irony,  theoretical
problems, Arabic rhetoric.
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goase ) bl Sall o Laily B legiage daidl Cud
ayp W e (Marcus Quintilianus) (uglblong i€l W S5 o annd
OB 35 Lo uSlay Uad pgd gad oo Agpad) [ U6 Lgbaays dow il oo
3 5slas ¥ dpandl clls s, ' (Quintilian, 2015, p. 44) "adl
Ol Ly Lais bl Al Gl () aad) @lly e ColSS ca sgdall
Booth, ) (A Rhetoric of Irony) il 4 3 (Wayne Booth) &,
8 gana "dpaall 42D o dlea g Wiey Al (1974; Hutcheon, 1992
el Gl e dalins pSe 2y Wl Sadl Sy of 8 sy Adalay
s alpli oo W Gl Gllaalilyy ool Gl gAYl
asedall clly & alpa) oSa ¥ odpaadl Goslul maald dpaid) Gl
Glhall ama Ao W i) alhdl s e Gl 1 L Guall
G Apadl sl A Cage AaaY) Lehlail A laaas ali el
el cluball 8 Lahdas ) Jas 25 Yl dggpell ol pal)
:d ad) byl

88 Ay Al ¢ puinge gl Al Ayl Sluball o (e a2l e
LAl (goall) alinas By ad) g sumge ol and tOpand G (i Of Wy sy
Apaalli L aSlay e Al e Vsiig tedaadldl Mbad Jsty WS culill
DAl auds L (Lan ale (1981 ¢ shie () e ey daall i Ly
J5Y) ] ABial (ge coatiar s A e sl Wlie b dpad) sl
o= 1992 (i) s adlallael apQU ol G Al el QS

[In] irony... we understand something which is the opposite of what is actually said.
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She daal i Al DAl Gl duy s L Jallae
ialull (e she daal jelal) dga o Jslig (2012 ¢ dlae)
zoo dany Loy ol szl () seay Lo lin 458l sgalally ca3ll (e
8 Aalilly elaal) walse oo Lglanal (ol AaL) clulhl a8 Ll
bl Jae G gaalll
Gane oV ol OS5 .23 qoslul 4l Apadls b ) L
Ayl Ll Apad) bl Wse s ¢ pumlall Gl Ciliman & alia)s L
Lo tdaaall cllgs Jadlly saaly be e o adldll o yuy 2 4
A dlnl € on ) Bige Capad say (198 (= <1974 ) "ela S
O b Lmag 13 Lo ¥ i) il Gl 3 1aile S Lo ae G315
Jiy Ageal Aol Cilallaae anne 5o aliy Gy gane QUS o e
Jraiall Laganae (8 alia)s Gisiay due) Cilalhiadl anlie el 1)l
Casinay o3ell Olsll alaie) GaV) (8 a7 tlegdsiy Lebe s dpand) 1S3 aulsl)
Aagll e capai sas (71D (a (1987 caging) "zhialls Jielly Lleal
Gsbay (Sl AalKilly Gl Jine Apaadl Jo¥) ausdll o sehey WSS ISV
el A G el daph e OS5 dpaadl sl (DS Al
S ssen Wliel Y Ledl bslad el dpaadl glualy Legd 'l
Gundly « jfiee e Dila Lyt paall Leglyst (3550 1y - gally aall
M iy gy o oaald) ) bl Apaad) Gglul aseie of Gy 3
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a3 o dmy 4l e Joi Ladie Jall Jae e il Capaill (e
M (ee) ASiall 8 Cdagly dale Aie gl eUaaYL A5l Alie 4
"kl @3 588 Ll ke SIS Ahls Alie L' aalie Al Jlay)
o Al alidl LUl caw Lie ikl @ (breach of the maxim)
sl e AL bl Tl L gm Lo dida o e Y LY o3 ies
pans Lodic (Goludl Wl 8 IS5 dpale o Caadlyy LD jalll)
el Gy iy ol pUadVl Al aillia o alay sa5 e DS Guual
S il I Jpemsll 3] Gl e iny 33y ST )l
LeShay il g dpandl bl 86 ddee Guba Jaag e slip
8 QK Aalal JaUall el Jai iy Yol A aghy Al el 40
Cslad (B Guba hif dan e ge Sadl Ll ek S sl GA
o dn Lo skl (8 05S o ralill Apadl Gl & Jal el
"o bl g sageaia 2 adg ce V) 5 o)SI ol ladid) (Jie g laall iles
bl o JE sl dadgae 3yl laasd LAl 8 Oldey WIS 0"
(oS pgl ol 2 JE ojal e s B0 @y e bl 2l ()
Grice, 1975, ) "adgall zlal ) clalim) caly sjale 46k, L e
adal lldg cddan (3iad b JE8 Gl JEd) s dpad) ol 2. (p. 53

ALaY) aialy il
A and B are walking down the street, and they both see a car with a shattered window.
B says, look, that car has all its window intact. A is baffled. B says, you didn’t catch
on; I'was in an ironical way drawing your attention to the broken window.
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S s g eyl e alady Ly dle (S0 WM pme o Jy e asag
i) mgiall ) e A ol puba Aagll o e ae)ll e el
cofialll ) S alaaly 4ty cudaa a8 Al bl g Jaladll
el cabahyal) e ot I 5l caila
15 L) Al

Oswlis 525 (Dan Sperber) yuyn oy 75k 1981 4 4
Sperber and ) (mention theory) 3,L3y) 4,k (Deirdre Wilson)
el (55 el sy dya) Cglad 1) ey o Leady L (Wilson, 1981
4l sag luaa sl Laje s LYY il dall el (s 48 )l
oy Laily W ) el p alial sy A el (5S5 Agpaadl (ol
Laly calSiall (a3 s Al 588 Juad) Gl (Sall mall 14 (Sl
ary o Al e 06 Ly e )iy oSl Alad alkid) laySyy Ll s
o2 o Lkl a . el olad alCial) @l po BUOU dall el agd
Ll ) e Al sl 8 alkid) oY @lldg )lal) gk aul 3kl
Lt I S il Bliny il i S s 8 585 Ll SIS Leuey
LU 238 (55S05 panal Adle G leals Sy LU ol 1)
Lo S el 4y 38 CilS (oAl Ll (e i s (e Ll L)
Ve Cpai . Gladl () Lol of ade iy cais Sl 8 )
ALl 1) 8 8 abile aldls 1a) o il ¢ smdige i 4nsh W Lasags
foiiall pmans o 2y lla aladall Jslig el pdald e (uglall Zajy
Maolall sl Apled i Guedia gaia asll sl idsh (gsal)
i plaal) Joll fpulag saall dals ) ailile abils 2 deas o) Lo oSl
ol DU ailile ) 4 cdild e Dlhaa s agadl i s leudl Sy
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gy 5ylayl Akl (echoic) saally sluend Laigudygg bl
o il iy g st s el Ll Ll K3 Ul ilial) e
dniasil L lgalad alad 53 o)liicly 4disa (attitude) aSolu e Al Cojmy
Gsiia Ul dakals 45ay 4008l Alajal) 4 cilla say deal Joiy (bl 3g
as maaly 138 clpalyll aley GBsiie el tdadals J5i " lualyll ol
ALl S 8 ADIS san gy s ASG g Apal) A ) a6
Ml LS S Crans Lol (il daal DI S8 Cuslef dadalid ¢ 05 (50 (g
Yo 220 ccadl st gaall (5% s B L Llilge pre e e &
Gaa A" sl add Joi i)y (George Miller) julia z s 253
Miller, ) "foxaii Lo 13a Jda bl s 58 o' thludgiid ' sy (il
c A A Cauil et 4IS saa pews Ly AI1(1984, p. 113

LG Al o ol A ol gadall agdll oK 13
2 Ly hal) laline 2p ¥ OIS dpan clad o gaiat Al AL
ap S o Olo BLEY) Apks (B Osaligs i O Al Jas
Adlide Cipea By ) Cilite Bl (B DS K3 slel Lals aal) el
A DI Gl Al sale) o @y bl Jesy @3 5aY1 s

sl 8 A il Apaad)l Gl o) lay) dpl g
sUlly maaall 8 Gals ARl 3B 3 LkaY LS aSealls o lheia)y
N )lay) dglail Aalull Al Glulpy 8 dails 5S8 ag .l
V) hale Us Jl of (e ¥' :dd e (Herbert Grice) Gl adyala <5
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") ) ladly el o daeSe Sl Al ge w Al L oIS 1Y)
ol bl galigs e s’ (Grice, 1975, p. 113-128)
Ol sailall colal ) dallae ooy Al sl of 8 (S
Aagy Ll albdg oS geall amd o Al ARy 8 sald)
ol adl 8l ae i Bla oy bl sala gtie 2aal oy Aasaia

el A5 Llaa ) Laam all Gl syl Ak Jaas
Ol (el (et sl el agaidly o(ViCHMS) 5 diend Ll 4l
Apand) bl dam b Akl 55 apde aills ol alen A
sl fmial IS I3V Ol a8 L laySa o3l BN daay ety (e JS
OIS bl JEall s cdmal) aaal I8 S Bl 85 sl s
s blaall oV G aeladls Azl s 35l las aay oAl (sl
Gy Glaall slogy a8y L laSd Al sl )l LAY daa aaolie
LY daa el il canpe Lagia] dakaldy eal dmiay o€ . 3Ll
(IS Hpana N (6 Ll ¢(ilasll) Baly (§sia 2aa)

Sperber and ) 1986 . b oal dupn gl ja s,
G oo ey (Mslags (A Ll e L oS3 (Wilson, 1995
O Ol gl S e Yoy i) bl aladid ) Al ¢ sal
Gub e iaills ol HlSal ailhg dpaadl sld o) (& e
LSS alays L) Dl BUIYY Gl o ag - allill Gapla o Y 4dpeaiy 4S5k
cuaal) Ll & Diaty o Dgiad Jaliall Leagdd JAT Bliw (0 (& LS
AlaY) adely (aill®

I cannot say something ironically unless what I say is intended to reflect a hostile or
derogatory judgment or a feeling such as indignation or contempt.
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zeiall Bele e zyan ) clphall o s)lay) dpks cals
i) Gy (b e Y el WS dpandl Gld e el (i (i
gl all ) (i Wi ahall el (5Ss Blall 4l i) gl
Jsn galall Comall 2 o ) fialll Uil i kil s2a i
g yad) sl
: AUl a

yliys (Herbert Clark) SN cyupe 73k 1984 4 3
b el salal) Ak sl lele Gl 4,k (Richard Gerrig) 3y
Clark and ) (On the Pretense Theory of Irony) (lsias Legd Euns
Gl el Ayl Jea' o aleas e ) (Gerrig, 1984
b DA @iyl dplas o lalkl o s Legdl Gapas ADIS K3 i A
Neale 3580 Ll lp Bauas Ak

ol il Jallsy dpadl bl (8 LIl o By DS (o
A Jhgadls Al 134 RS G Al ey ooyl (g Alie ) Jina
Gl Ullie ) Liasy 13 € AL GISiall el o 5 ol clia 4 &)l
saaa asll el cadlle 2AY JB leve lyy ol cille Al ay Je
alSy (Jira L) 4l Uy asls ¢daalal) dhsil) i lad Cuulic Guadia
(aatle adl) lially colasdl o Jlagh e ladl (e dlsn (me Lo sn Y
Voeoallall i (RS sag3Al jady Al Gl 13 jallal) el Cadng
Al adayi Sl Aadl) A e o aaiag dpdadl A g o Las
Gl A i) a1 e cBapm DI J aa o cadan S Al
Clark and Gerrig, 1984, p. ) "Aldl Al e Al Leeulsy
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S 0% 03 oAl A gk Yol ALl oSl (124
A Ll K YN Apadl 8 ¢ alidly AL HSEl g dged A
bl (8 WIS o (g5 A BHLEY) Al An gyl Gaas IS (b S
e Bl Al 83 Y ellyg L ) lalies ayy Y BT SY ey el
il degin Lo aat A0S 8 Uadgy dyall laline 52]y) adal Uikl i
daghy 3 Lo o alaeV) cuam Wil el Al WL L) Ll .
Lodie cdudi 5] JED) ) aayd LalSiall el 3panal) daggid bl
Aail) dpledd Culie Guadie smaa agll el caible @Y 2y J6
Ol Lulad 5LaY) dpks shie e Apaad) o3 e Lilalad 13 i )lal)
b Ly i€ cVlaa) ol Ll aas ey (il dangd e Jelus
Layy ¢Blaall (& Aoy z5 Al caulie Jaen Hhaas asll sall' agd (gl
1) WPl 8 il V) culie e hae Aile agll sl ope agd
el b sl o8 oy o il Lald callal) plas slaia (ha Lena Lnalad
Ly opel (po lie & Y Ll elly Jaalyg goal) fomiall 4l cullaall
A (Al agd oS Adpa ) Oallaill dphi o)f L ey cGaylacas
BARN
oanl aaa jandi alag) el Al (3 Gapay AP ol
oailinall Al Ayl lgie L lgie clie ol LY Ak e ) Lloal
el U e AL Il Je8 3 ((@symmetry of affect) sl
Clark and Gerrig, ) Lld (@il ay coliaad) 386l e "4 5,
Sal 4 gl oo ey Dl a4 Jsa (1984, p. 122

A listener’s understanding of an ironic utterance depends crucially on the common
ground he or she believes is shared by the ironist and the audience.
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Sl el 8 ) el Ak aag L lld gadll g dauag
Aialld opal e e 8 ash oAl LAl NS G sa Aad) (S eyl
dxpagll DAY dlliy &AL clhall 5<al Cb Cuay alaad A 4
Apaad) Cslalians & e Lo ) AUl Gyl iyl L Aadyll
daall dimm Apaall o 4l g5 (gl laaa sl i (Victims)
Al ool AL ) el oA Jarall gadadll o Y
Apad el dphs s A DU o) aghy al 1) il & Al
Aadl o e dylill < ((ironic tone of voice) Al aludl 5y
o il Cigaa By Lgie Yy puadienys by dpmdal) digea b0 iy Al
Ay oAl jallal)
AT IR Y

oomnSsla oLy (Roger Kreuz) 58 jag) =)k 1989 4
L A (reminder theory) clesiny) 4k (Sam Glucksberg)
bl o oSl 55 K sy (Kreuz and Glucksberg, 1989)Lgl
Lo eleinl luul aalas Ty (lad ) lagae cbule 5 OIS Lulag) cdpal
L Al cyylad )l (a3 8 jumsig clesial) aag . k) 8
e Al s el Ol G5 adinal) Leai ClLSolu ]
"l Gaaa e Gl U e (L Apadl a8 1) LAad Gl
Laily eile dpad cledin) ol ¥ Ll (i a4 3guaidly)
Glipailly Gl caaind)l ol lgle Colaidll GLSG e xi
Lol Lppale Ll oda of ey )l Jead Al o lede Ayl cilad il
il dpabaly) e Gaaa (e ol U Jie dlagae dpadl pme oIS 1)

bl a3 b Ele duad BN o3 emad of 3 M (g Gia
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OramaSslas 5y Sy L (Kreuz and Glucksberg, 1989, p. 375)
aiSays Wlo Al adle ua o Caige JS a A8l plaily 3 seaill
o Al A bl of WS Al LY Gl 8 ojlasiul
cele i sam Clad UK Laain o ladine olpas il gy

e Akl ol dphall @l gyl Al elesin¥) 588 e Bl
Loe Jamds gl (5% Al i) agd ol o2l ()5S Lavie dppaadl sl
& cudls . (Kreuz and Glucksberg, 1989, p. 383) aall K 4
Caplaiall il pailly lSolull plesinl (evind) dapl 3 Ly ol
dpad slediul (e il Jiad ol a3l i Al Coslul agdl Lede
el i Ayl sl agdl 48,0

Lash sa dpbil) ol aia e Lo aal QIS e lexinl Ak Slay) a2,
san ol (3 LaY) sy cmrall 5% WS WAl (s Apaad) sl of e
Al byl sal
todiball Al 4k

indirect ) 4311 1995 4a. (Rachel Giora) )ypa Juiil) i
G aldl e Al Lies s WiSey Al ¢(Giora, 1995) (negation
o bl 8 giny VoAl e ) e ps s Apad) bl o g
o edll G g o pige oo ST G g S5y e &
Camind Apaadl ool o e X gy Bl mppeall L)
Yle Do iy (Giora, 1995, p. 241) " fecalls mupall (pixdl
il Aia il Ll lgle Gl dlee dlia e Sl JE S sl
sty e Jxe Jaad balull LAY 238 (Giora, 1995, p. 241)
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Ltaa ine Jaad Lol WS ¢ dia e Cifia Jina say LU Gl indll
L e 4l V) Gall aad) e cunf sas

el € el ailly sopall il a3 Al Ja La Jslal
Giora, ) el ailly mopall il o Gy Jslall s e e
SV eV (2 Slaall 8 Jaay mopeall il (1995, p. 242
ke Alia oS5 AT Gl JEd) 8 G el JE b cAldse dalie
Slel s 8 Aldnd)l gAY Dl aled) Gl crgpall il Lot
il J e 2l 0 a8 Ll LS iy yehad dad)y Al s
it daliadl o A Jled) Jrag sed el il WA Al
o LY aaan Ly "aile Alia " syl Cosluly Q5 elld 6 Laxie
s cul Y idie S o Aldad) TAd) Jled) Gl (e 8
VA gagh Alia cailS ) o Mdlae Alia cnlS ) M
:Alal) )3 AapSall aredy i

ik 2000 4w & (Salvatore Attardo) so,bl sldlls #)k
Irony as Relevant ) 5 &gaddl aiuly 4 ddall @) 4Dl aae
Cslul' 5 lgeap ey ) (Attardo, 2000) (Inappropriateness
saaa Aplas Aagll o)l andy ALl @ld Aeedlal aae syliely dpal)
3 Y el o et Apaie bl i s AU BUY) o L (g
LBledly LU Gl Ala dgay s S Bld) pe LYY el dedla axe
Jalai il cilallaaall o e g ualite JS0 5ls (Gl sl Ty
S Gl leg alead ((sarcasm) oSeill lgaal (e JAgandl Goslll as
Ganalsy Awli Clidess bl o gy laa e 4l Caldlly deas)
unintended ) sapaidl ye Apandl ) @ykis loaae Ladd Cargiud
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Oy ol alSidl o V) i gl Ll e ) gagh Ll a5 «(irony
Ll g

the attitude of ) "4yaull Caglud ol 4 slaud Lae 50yl Chaas
Sl e il o hesiie Gud Apaadl gl o syl (g «(irony
Jie 2y} il e jay B Laily ¢ paaiilly e hap¥) Jie alSiall Sl
Jlaxi aiall L6V bl s bl 38 @lld e iy . paiilly ol
bl ansie e Apaadl gl e La QSR G Cdae call B aag
AS5aY) e liall oy piall 455N

one-stage and ) . oleul Wl Jagse e ) 2 sl Jawl
Aayall dplal clyly aiay Ko Lo, (two-stage theories
i) zgiall a Alayall AglE clylaily 3 paiall L Als el 45 cl ki,
dpaadl el dbaY ofishd e oS A Apaadl Gl e
sshally (LUDU ajall Jedl) slae) bl iy of o I3V skl
Wl (e ) cldaedll e 2l LU i ey of o 40U
oilll el dpluy slayl Anli€ eb dagall dalal cll)
A& Laaliiza i)

A i dala) clpll o dasl W) sy gyl 3y
S ol G B K3 ey Al sl o ASal) o e el )
Gl 83wy Al ¢ AT s 4l alsy AT Gl B L daikil
pie dpma o e cginaar S Yy LYl LBE 4l alsy S Gl
e Comy el IS 1305 ASLE e laahy) e LUV daiay Gl )8
S0 ey Lo llia old alllly 5LaY) Lyl ade S5 Lo ay Gl
OsSs Y 3 «(Attardo, 2000, p. 805) (deadpan) "cuall (3Ll
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oy 1l Al ol LS ety e Ylie gl Capuayy L hals alalall <5 LIl
saniall SV la ) Gl e Gai gl cpaleal) paes ki o
@ WS gly s s LG L(Attardo, 2000, p. 806) <Y
o Wl @bl A e sl Gl dpaad) ol e Y el
Lon Wl Lpa G Ll LYY o aSapn Al gl o el
saniall GV 8 el ol naledl 0o a sl GEE G oy
i el BUY) e oSapn il 06 38558

il Lgadle aal Lapinl Al slesia) dpbs v o)l (g
S Las Apad) bl o sas dplail) el agle oSl 8 calS L il
& ) 1ok a3l Bk . ) g ShY e 05 a3 A
Al e dgeaiall el @l Al Agas DI 8 o il &)
adind A il dsal Sl Apalls (3Ll Lagye Al G 53 (o
oy Gl dohd e Bhdl Ghl) e aiezy Loy W0 Bl o
i) gy sl ) BB i) el (e calidy e s o ibid)
Yo lad Uail 4y mpemy Vbl Apaall sl (8 el (8 ¢ Ga
O elo Gl e LS adiay, (Attardo, 2000, p. 814) "gaill aas
el ol

Ll e dpaadl o D06 dpad Qslul laas lyen el a0
Attardo, 2000, p. ) "4 ila e Wi e Glull iDL e
dne sl Vg 48 b ) Ll e oD Y Lalally Il Lailig, (823

Al Y asaly il
... inferred, it is never said, i.e. found in the text itself.
Al Y asaly il
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pe Apuliie ol (3) LUV clillae Wl Gl sal) o) Lalid Gladl Ly
lehsi Ala Ll coall Jon s ands gl 8 LUY) oY) Gl
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18 dady ¥ Akl o aley Al e LAY il Lavie ) o)f's 5,0
Gy aady VA G ale] @y aley i) of aley SIS LS ¢ ral
Gall Gl ESG ) d e bl ading ey ([l
Ll ST Ay Lo palill & gR) gl e G Ll Ll
s jall 4605 40l o3a b <)yl dless ®.(Attardo, 2000, p. 814)
A e ge Gy Sl Gl Y palaall el Jpd AL by
c3ldl Gllara 33l (e

Jsla 3 caliall ¢l Aee Dl pae dpls 50yl aayle Lo 0 12
Qalimpe Al clplill Claal (e 4l8 e el S el
tAg A gl el il eliled) 5l

Irony is essentially an inappropriate utterance which is nonetheless relevant to the
context.

Glandh @y e o hle sl s S5 A JEall b sl Gl IS

ALaY) adaly Gaill®

The reconstruction of the ironist's intended meaning is supposed to be based on a set of
shared presuppositions: H knows that S cannot mean M, and S knows that H knows
that, and therefore S can count on the fact that H will not stop at S's literal meaning M,
but rather look for a more suitable meaning among the infinite set of other meanings
which may have been implicated by S.
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oY i IS lalidll oday lae alKials bl sy o3 Blaad) 4l
3l e Caiad VIS e Wl ) LalalY) el ol alead) bl
@A Blad) pe il i Glae o Gl () lgie Bllasd Ladly alina
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P el o1l 4 o 51 R Tl Laally ol e el " Jond
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It is mandatory that some clue to irony be provided by the ironist.
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4 a8y Jhe b Al (roag Glly Uy S alys 4 8, YLy W44
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" 3 Al ey OIS L (e aa o Glagy e Jias Wl JUy
Aasle ola La dpadl gl '0.(Dynel, 2014, p. 541)
g Ad) Gaglud &y A0 A8 )

4 Al bl f 9o e Apaall bl S Juady 13l
Dyne, 2014, p. 541; ) oiald) e LIS ade ST Lo say sl (e g
sl Aakals alainal S 3 a8, Judl 3 .(Giora, 1995, p. 246
oo Lol ST IS LaY Leaa die " e aliglanl S8 Ll 8 dpanll
Aaalsall dalia Cuny Apadl slud o LS el lgganss o8 A3y (g A1 Laldl
Leaals Aadald oy Lim o8 ) SIS Agalsall 5o (e aidy i J81 e

ALl ataly (a0
Example: “you’ve bungled it” said to a student that has earned a very good mark,
contrary to his earlier claim that he would fail.
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